Is reserpine tranquilization linked to change in brain serotonin or brain norepinephrine?
Reserpine, when administered to animals stressed by exposure to cold, does not induce sedation or appreciably lower brain serotonin, but markedly lowers brain norepinephrine. Reserpine in cold-exposed hypophysectomized rats elicits sedation and releases both amines equally. The results support the view that the tranquilizing action of reserpine is not related to brain norepinephrine loss but rather to change in the level of brain serotonin.